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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
STATE OF WASHINGTON
ALASKA BUILDING
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

DO G ABEL
ADMIHISTRATOR

IR LHBURY  Jamary 9, 1857

/A

Reparting Om Your Work--

The pesple of the State of Waghinghbon have in the past
year invested the labor of tens of thousandes of their fellow
oitizens in permanent improvements to their communitics. They
have demonstrated that industry's surplus lebor=--that iz, the
unemployed-=is o mest valuable asset te our state and natien
if wo, as citizens, cocperate and intelligently plan te use
that labor.

During the past year we have employed, in almost every
eorner of the state, a foroe ranging from 27,000 to 46,000
persons. These men and women, vietims of clroumstoncs, oame
from all wnlks of 1life; they represent many races and nation-
alities, Some were totally inexperienced. OSome were highly
skilled artisansy Some were collogestrnined in the professions.

Our semi-monthly peyment of eosh wages hos restored morale
in these thousands of workers--diseouranged by the dole, 014
ekills have bean restored through opportunity te use themp
new trades hove been lenrned. Mony werkers hove returned to
priwte amployment, fit again or newly fit for better paid
jobss Family life hos been preserveds Health has been
improved.

Thousands of Washington merchonts hove rung millions of
WEA woge dallard ints their tills for new purchascs and for
old debtass Thousands of Washington formers have exehanged
more of thelr produce for these dollarss Hundreds of Washingten
manufneturers have sounted these dollars in thedr inerensed sales
quobtas. WPA woge dollars go into eireulntion ifmmediately, turn

over frequentlys.

Hundreds of spensarse—-offieinls of the state, counties,
oities, sohool, port and drainnge districts, ond others—
have ocoperated to provide projeots on which thelr noedy un-
employed oould be put to work, to improve the community.
Publis improvements hove been nogquired nmow which might other-
wise have been postponed for many yeorss
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The usefulness of your Works Progress Administration
progrom 1s determined by the Intelllgence and intersst shown
by us, the people of the State of Washington, every one of use
Unemployment is our preblem. Our aim sheuld be %o put every
available federnl dollar direetly into woges. This oan be done
1f oompunities will plan projects useful to them ond provide the
necessary equipment and moterinlss

Werlkdng togother, we have noocomplished mush with our
surplus labor in 1836 I fecl that much more can be accomplished
in the year 1537, and I assure you of the heartlest cooporation
on the part of the Works Progress Administration in sceing that
cach projeet is worthwhile ond effielently epornted. Moy I,
o8 State Administrater ef your Works Progress Administration,
hove your continued scoperntion in oven greater ncocmplishments
in 19377

Yours wory truly,

ST CBhp

Don Gy Abol
State Administrator
Works Progress Administrontion
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A REPORT ON COMMUNITY PROGRESS

By Don Ge Abel, State Administrator
Works Progress Administration
Alaska Building Seattls, Washington

What have the pecple of Washington accomplished in the past year
for their cemmunitles in plamming useful work on which te empley the
state's surplus laber foree?

The ocmplete record of achievement, in cocoperation with the Works
Progress Administration, is too great in seops to be condensed inte
oonvenient sumary. Howewer, the paragraphs whieh follew indieate a
few of the things acoomplished by this forece of WFA workers==which has
ranged in number frem 46,000 $e 27,000 persens, Only semple projects
have been listed, to show variety of work end geographical distribution.

SPOKANE converted Felts Fleld inte one of the West's finest airports;
vastly extended and improved its sewer asystem; built new recreational
facllities; reloocated and improved many miles of the historie Palouse
highway; reconditloned thousands of school desks.

POMEROY built a thorcughly medern briek additien to its high school.
CHENEY is ocempleting a sewnge disposal systems COLVILLE improved State
Geme Park, REPUBLIC graded and gravelled its streets. DAVENPORT built
o golf course, EFRAGUE Improved its wnter sysbem, RITEVILLE instnlled
ornomental lightes ASOTIN installed wnter moins. CLARKSTON built o
both houses DAYION refinished cownty courthouse interior.

PASCD laid sidewnlks and wntermains, bullt tennis courts, moved
irrigation pipes WALLA WALLA built n natural amphithentre for the
Whitman Centenninly ourbed M1ll Creek's dangerous flood wnters. WHITE
BLUFFS built o reorention holle So did WAINUT GROVE, PROSSER slenred
irrigntion oannlsy riprapped the wnlls, KENMEWICK impreved irrigntien
dlstriots. WATERVILLE improved rurnl rends.

CHELAN improved lokeshers Pork, CASHMERE built o conerste gorage
ond warehouses LEAVENWORTH hewed o 1,000,000=gallon wnter reserveir in
g0lid rock. WENATCHEE dug water mrins down below the frost line; built
o fine swimming pool; sonvortod inmte a modern nirport the fleld whero
Pongborn ond Horndon londed after tho first trans-Pnoifio flight.

CLE ELUM improved ite nirport; instnlled sewors. ROSLYN rozed four
obgolote sehool buildings, solwnged the metorinl, ELLRISBURG improved
Momorinl Porks KITTITAS COTHMTY inetnlled fish sercens in irrigntion
ditohos.

TAKIMA built a conersto sewnge dispesnl plant, to stop river

pollutieny improvod trook nt State Fnir Grounds; bullt roserveir to
double elty's wntor storage eapaoity.
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COWICHIE remeodaled sshool pymnasiume. OGRANDVIEW added ormamental
gtréaet lights« GRANGER tore down an ¢ld school bullding, bullt a new
ones OSBELAH replaced wood stave water malns. SUNYYEILE constructed
irrigation plps lines; erected & playfield grandstand. TOPPENISH
landsenped a semeterys built bridgess WAPATO'S shildren now swim in
& new conorebe swimming peol, no lenger in dangerous irrigation ditches.
WHITE SWAN improved schoel playgrounds.  ZILLAH built a new school gyme
nasiume GOLDENDALE scmpleted s bandstend. BINGEN painted a schoel.

SEAMANTA COTHTY opemed new spawning grounds by building fish
ladders., CAMAS installed wmter mains; graded streets. LACENTER ine
gtalled a water systemy graded an athletio field, RIDGEFIELD developed
o reoreationnl parke PROEBSTL improved drainages YACOLT repaired
water resarvolr dem. WASHOUGAL dug boulders to level a playfield; cone
structed a playshed.

VANCCUVER improved several resreational fieldsj installed sewersj
graded streets; landsoaped s cemetery; reccnstructed flood destroyed
rondsa

COWLITEZ COUNTY used many dredges, steam shovels, borges, te ralse,
strengthen end rlprop dikes on many miles of riverfront nsar Longview,
Eelaso, Caostle Rook and Woodlend, where floods raised hawvoe in 1033,

. CABTLE ROCK svwerhnuled the high sohools HALIMA demelished sncient
sourt house, sanlwnged moterials. SILVER LAKE restored fire=destroyed
sohool pymnasium. WOODLAND bullt sborm sowerss HELS0 built o swimming
pool, grondetond ond athletie fileld; impreved its airpert. LONGVIEW
londsonped 1ts extensiwve park aren; built o prondstend; improved dita
streets.

CATHLAMET removated the courthousce DEEF RIVER cxtonded its roadss
SEAMDEAWA rebuilt old foir bulldingss ILWACO eleared o playficlde LONG
BEACE improwved bulldings ond grounds ot the State College Experimental
Stotion. OCEAN PARE built a school. RATMOND ocempleted n woter reservolr
and drove o 1,200-foot tunmel for wntermains., SOUTH BEND improved its
geWoTss

ALPHA improved its schools BSo did ADNA, DOTY shingled school ;
building roofs, painted exterlers, repnireds DRYAD ond FORD®S PRAIRIE
both fixed up thelr schoclss MORTON loid conorete sidewnlkesjy built fish
lodderss MOSSY ROCK built o brick school bus-gnrages NAPAVINE reploced
wooden sidewnlks with coneretes, FE ELL built o ewlmming pools RANDLE,
VADER gnd TOLEDO all improved thelr schoel grounds. WINLOCE sompleted o
sewer projoot.

CHEHALIE Iimproved its atroets, dug d:"a.imga ditshes, constructed
tomnis oourtss. CENTRALIA now boasts of Borst Park with rmeoc trook,
stables and grandstond for its Ploncer Doys eelobration; also a new golf
GOUrES .

ABERDEEN built a fish hotohory; smagged stroamsy dug droinnge ditohesg

Improved its parks ond streets; oconstructed temnis courts and community
houses HOQUIAM groded ond droined sshool grounds.
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MONTESANOD straightened stream shamnels to avert flecdsy rescnstructad
gounty garage; installed sprinkler system at parke BIMA improved ite achoclss
CCOSTA built teacher's cottages, auditorium for schoecls PACIFIC BEACH end
SATSOF improved schools, WESTRORT worked em its 45emcre resrsatlomal parks

EELFAIR built an unusually handdems whaleb-typs schocl of loge and
hend=split shakess HOODSPORT bullt s school gynmasiume SHELTON removed
flood hagards by snapgging OGeldsborsugh Creek. MASON COUNTY improved its
roads.

BUCKIEY landscaped pemetery; drained landsy built bleacher seats st
high schools BATONVILLE rebuilt grandstands FOX ISLAND built basseball
f4eld ond tennls courtsz. OGIG HARROR improved scheel and grounds. Like-
wise JOVITA, And KAPOWSIH., LAGRAND exparded experimental marsery aren
in Charles Lathrep Pnck foreste MILTON lnld miles of muendomlzed side-
walle, ORTING droined a lake at 01d Seldisrs! Home, oleared lend. FUYALLUP
improved ssveral soheol groundsj groded strestss

ROY instnlled playfield equipment. SPANAWAY improved the parks
STEILACOOM impreved the state gome formy lold wotermadns. VAUGHN improved
its sochool grounds. As did WAUNA pnd WILEESOH«

TACCMA restersd historie Fte Nisquallys repaired Eelt street sor llune
trookes improved mony sehool proundsy dug mony sewers ond droinoge ditchesj
provided plonic faoilities at Wapnte Parkj orsated Jeffersen Park from the
wilderness.

BELLINGHAM scenstructed a munieipal doel bulkhend; bullt a fish hateherys
improved Stote Normal School campus; improved streets and porks. WHATCOM
COUNTY improved many miles of roads

ELATNE dredged te improve smoll beot harbory bullt sidewnlks. EVERSON
oloarad sommundty porks. FERNDAIE 1ndd4 new sewer pipe. HARMONY, KENDALL
ond MAPLE FALLS improved schoel buildingss FRIDAY HARBOR censtructed o
new librory and oity hall building.

AMACORTES improved streets. BURLINGTON ddkod cleng the Slagit Rlvers
BIG LAKE built a new sshool, HAMILTON erseted a water tewer, LACCHNER
put o kitohen in the community park. MIs VERION diked the river, did
extensive draimapge diteh work, ROCKPORT repnired scheol bulldings. GSE[RO=
WOOLLEY built revetments aleng the riveri handball geurts ond running trock
ot high sohools

ARLINGTON extended its sewersj beawbified the cemotery; repeired strecta.
EIMONDS built n fine resrentdonnl ficld with prandstand, troek, temls courtss
GRANITE FALLS improved school buildings ond groundsj replosed wntermolns.
INDEX replaced wooden sidewnlks. LAKE STEVENS improwed schoel bulldings nnd
groundss As did MONROE, on four differont schoolss And MARYSVILIE, Jnd
MUETLTEO, BHOHOMISH ndded = music room to ono school, resomditioncd bulldinga,
furniture ond grounde of others. STANWOOD bullt eme of tho finest olty-
community halls in the stotes SULTAN reclaimed unused woter pipes SHOHOMISH
QO IY parried out fleod contrel worlte on soveral rivers.

EVERETT roplooced 2B8einch wntermains; doveloped o ten-nerc athletlis ploy-

fieldy built o golf ccurse with auxiliary bascball dlomend, tonnis courts;
ropaired the armory; cxtensively improwcd Forcst Porks
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HWEAH BAY; fartheat Northwest village in the Umilted States, improved
readns SEQUIM bhuilt a library and reoreationnl cenmter; extended sewers.
PORT ANGELES improved parksy bullt an airpert; repaired water mystem;
widened strests. QUILCENE improved fish hatohery. POR? TOWNSEND built a
madern athletis flelda

ALGOWA protected thoroughfares agninst flecd damngss AUBURH built a
gome form. BELLEVUE altered and repaired schools; improved bathing beaches.
BOTHELL ndded tennis courts; improved streetss BURIEN dug droinaze ditches.
ENUMCLAW removed flcode-maling stream obatrueticns. FOSTER, TUEWILA nnd THORN-
DIEE repnired schools, DUVALL added to gymmnsiums Worth of HALLER LAKE, on
outakirts of Zenttle, o new water system, with miles of pipe ond o steel water
towar woe gompleted. ISSAQUAE bullt a stnte flsh hatohery. KENT repoirsd ond
improved many schools in or near the elty. XIRKLAND bullt o foed-processing
plont for the commty; added dchool reomsy repaired strestss. FREETON painted
ond repoired sohools. REDMOND replmoed wabormaine, bullt fire trails. RENTON
bullt river bulkhecdsy d nearby roads. RICHESHD BEACH and SNOQUALMTE
ndded hennis sourts. Wi ISLAND groded roods., VOODIMVILLE bullt one of the
finest small-town brielk scheols in the Tnibed States.

SEATTLE built or improved o large mumber of ployfields and school grounds;
developed an 1Behele pelf courss frem wild hillside land; earried out needed
work on its parkey doweloped an orboretums londsonped Green Lake shoros ond

. dredged the loke bottom te make the woter swimsable; groded 18 miles of bedly

| neoded streets in the White Center dlstriet; built fishercnring pondss did lets
of work om Boelng Fieldy corried out numerous slids contrel projsots; laid
wotormaing and sewersy repolred schools ond prounda; londsenped the University .
Compusp eperated cxteneive wegetoble gordenas

Wios thot oll? Ne, scoros of sommunitics empleyed tholr wemen in sewing
rooms to produce tems of thousands of gorments for the nsedy; housshold artiolesp
publie hespital suppliesy layottes. Other women served hot lunches to thousands
of soheol children; sorved as housekesping aides in tomperarily distrossod homeosg
aeg renders for blind persensy as nursesjy ag library assistants and repoirers
of books.

¥nny oommunities put thoir idle "white ocller® workers ot codifying elty
ordinonoes; ot chemienl researchy at minernl survey; at studies in juvenile
delinguenoyy ot surveys of troffic, sanitary fneilitles, land use, farm mortenge
oconditions; timber, form loborj at modorniszing sounty assessorts tax records,
and other eeunty rosordss Other workers brought to light waluable infermotion
in surveys of foderal archives, of historiecal buildings, of histeriecal rocords.

Some professicnnl workers painted murnls for public buildingsy prepared
medels for museums; proparcd informational ond historical guides and mnpsj
rastored the ldving thentre to communitiess providod musie in public porke and
for wndereprivileged groups.

Hundrods of tenchers breught adult sduention in seorcs of subjeots te
thousonds of perecns in voluntery classes, both in the elussroem ond by eorrce
spondence. Classes in histery, scomemiocs, Amerisondzntion, literney, the arte
ond solemoes, ond mamy otherss Mony commmitics ubiliged their uncmployed to
organizc and supervise reerentionnl groups in handloraft, in pogeantry; in henlth-
building gomes, in lifeesaving, finding in thot group ploy on 1mrmnad safoty
for the ohild, o lessomed juvonile delinguenoys

From overy corner of the gtate eomes testimenmy, "Surplus laber is an
oeset Yo those sommunities whe ubilize it intellipently.’
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